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President's  message 

by  Wayne  Homren 


Welcome  to  the  first  issue  of  The 
Asylum  for  2001. 

There  has  been  much  sad  news  for 
the  numismatic  literature  hobby  in 
recent  months,  with  the  passing  of 
John  F.  Bergman  and  Frank  J.  Katen. 
The  previous  issue  featured  several 
tributes  to  Bergman,  who  left  us 
quite  suddenly  at  the  age  of  56. 
Similarly,  the  current  issue  features 
many  tributes  to  Katen,  "the  dean  of 
numismatic  bibliophiles",  who  left 
us  on  the  day  of  his  98th  birthday. 
Our  sympathies  go  out  to  their  fam- 
ilies. We  have  lost  two  unique  indi- 
viduals who  contributed  greatly  to 
our  hobby. 

Ken  Lowe  used  to  kid,  “Frank 
Katen  will  outlive  all  of  us."  For  a 
while  there,  Ken  wasn't  so  far  off  the 
mark.  Jack  Collins;  Armand 
Champa;  Ken  Lowe;  John  Bergman 
and  now  Frank  Katen.  As  a long- 
time active  bibliophile  I've  known 
all  of  these  greats  of  our  hobby,  bro- 
ken bread  with  them,  visited  many 
of  them  in  their  homes  and  had 
many  of  them  visit  me  and  my 
library. 

It's  a different  world  without 
them,  but  life  goes  on  for  all  of  us, 
enriched  for  having  known  them. 

As  life  goes  on,  so  must  our  soci- 
ety. Our  Constitution  and  Bylaws 
states  that  the  “Election  of  officers 
and  trustees  will  occur  in  odd  calen- 
dar years  for  a term  of  two  years. 
Nominations  will  be  accepted  dur- 
ing the  first  calendar  quarter  of  the 
election  year  by  written  request  of 
the  President  to  the  membership." 

This  being  an  odd-numbered  year, 
here's  your  request.  A nomination 
form  is  included  with  this  issue. 
Offices  include:  President,  vice-pres- 


ident, and  secretary-treasurer.  In 
addition  to  the  officers,  all  six  board 
of  trustees  positions  are  open. 
Please  take  a few  minutes  to  consid- 
er the  best  interests  of  your  society 
and  nominate  one  or  more  quality 
individuals  for  positions. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  volunteer  and 
throw  your  own  hat  into  the  ring. 
New  blood  is  vital  to  any  organiza- 
tion's long-term  viability.  New 
members  and  junior  members  are 
encouraged  to  participate,  as  are  all 
of  our  international  members. 

While  we're  on  the  subject  of  vot- 
ing, this  issue  also  contains  a ballot 
for  Best  Asylum  Article  for  the  previ- 
ous volume  (Vol.  XVII).  There  were 
many  great  articles  published  in  the 
last  year,  so  it  could  be  a tight  race. 
The  winner  will  be  kept  under  wraps 
until  our  general  meeting  at  the 
ANA  convention  this  summer. 

Please  return  your  nomination 
forms  and  ballots  by  April  30,  2001 
to  Dave  Hirt,  NBS  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  5911  Quinn  Orchard 
Road,  Frederick,  MD  21704.  You 
may  insert  them  along  with  your 
dues  check  in  the  enclosed  remit- 
tance envelope.  Dues  are  payable 
upon  receipt;  only  those  whose 
2001  dues  are  paid  up  will  receive 
the  remaining  issues  for  this  year. 
NOTE:  those  of  you  who  have 
already  sent  in  your  2001  dues  may 
ignore  this  notice. 

Lastly,  you  should  find  one  more 
treat  enclosed  with  this  issue.  It  is  a 
bookmark,  courtesy  of  NBS  Vice 
President  Tom  Sheehan  and  FOLIS, 
the  Friends  of  the  Library  Society  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. 

Happy  reading! 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Remembering  John  Bergman: 

I never  met  John,  but  talked  with 
him  over  the  telephone  on  numer- 
ous occasions.  He  had  an  uncanny 
sense  of  humor  and  our  sometimes 
hour  long  conversations  seemed  like 
ten  minutes.  Over  the  years  1 
received  somewhere  around  20 
packages  from  John,  many  included 
a free  book  with  his  compliments. 
The  free  item  often  ran  up  the  ship- 
ping charge  that  John  never  billed 
me  for.  Noticing  John's  oversight  I'd 
keep  an  eye  out  and  add  his  postage 
back  to  the  invoice  when  paying 
him. 

But  John  would  not  gossip  about 
anything  until  it  got  into  the  public 
domain.  While  he  was  disappointed 
in  the  handing  of  one  incident 
some  years  back,  beyond  that  he 
seemed  really  to  enjoy  this  stuff.  His 
son  said  it  was  quite  painful  the  last 
two  to  three  weeks,  I'm  sure  John's 
sense  of  humor  helped  a lot.  John, 
we  will  miss  you. 

Larry  Turner 

Ard  W.  Browning 

Just  two  points  about  my  article, 
"Ard  W.  Browning  Comes  Home," 
published  in  the  Fall  2000  issue.  I 
would  like  to  acknowledge  my 
friend,  Dennis  Chatlin,  who  sug- 
gested in  a January  2000  conversa- 
tion that  Ard  could  be  a shortened 
form  of  the  name  Howard  (see  pi  19, 
bottom  of  the  first  column). 

The  paragraph  in  the  second  col- 
umn of  p.119,  about  the  possible 
biblical  origin  of  the  name  "Ard"  is 
your  contribution,  although  not 
acknowledged  in  footnote  7.  This  is 
an  interesting  possibility.  My  prefer- 
ence though,  would  have  been  to 
place  this  paragraph  in  the  first  col- 
umn of  p.120,  following  "..on  the 
part  of  the  compiler  or  the  printer." 


I would  like  to  thank  the  officers 
and  members  of  NBS  for  the  oppor- 
tunity to  publish  my  Browning  arti- 
cles in  The  Asylum.  These  articles 
are  my  "children,"  an  expression  of 
my  soul.  Meanwhile,  I continue  my 
search  for  information  on 
Browning,  and  would  appreciate 
hearing  from  members  who  have 
other  tidbits  to  offer. 

Carl  Herkowitz 

Missing  Masterpieces: 

The  article  on  missing  master- 
pieces by  Joel  J.  Orosz  in  the 
Summer  2000  issue  of  The  Asylum 
was  of  great  interest  to  me.  Works 
such  as  this  may  help  to  find  some 
of  these  long  lost  items.  1 can  give 
some  information  on  Woodward's 
pre-Watkins  sales. 

In  his  69th  sale,  held  October  13- 
18,  1884,  Woodward  offered  his  rare 
early  catalogues.  The  earliest  was  the 
library  of  Prof.  William  D.  Peck,  sold 
February  13,  1823  at  the  Joy's 
Building  in  Boston,  also  books  and 
stationary  (as  well  as  some  medals) 
sold  by  Baker  and  Alexander  in 
Boston  on  April  1,  1826. 

Other  early  catalogues  in  the  sale 
were  books  of  J.D.  Cogswell,  along 
with  coins  and  medals,  sold  by  J.L. 
Cunningham  in  Boston  on  February 
26,  1834.  There  is  also  the  catalogue 
of  Harrington's  Museum,  featuring 
coins  and  continental  money,  sold 
by  N.A.  Thompson  and  Company  in 
Boston  on  July  11,  1842;  the  collec- 
tion of  books,  maps  and  medals  of 
David  B.  Warden  sold  in  New  York 
city  by  Horatio  Hill  on  April  22, 
1846;  an  anonymous  collection  of 
ancient  Roman  and  Greek  coins  sold 
in  Philadelphia  by  M.  Thomas  and 
Sons  on  June  22,  1846  and  the 
library,  medals  and  continental  bills 
was  sold  in  New  York  by  Cooley  and 
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Keese  on  May  15,  1849. 

I have  in  my  library  George  L. 
McKay's  American  Book  Auction 
Catalogues.  This  interesting  mono- 
graph was  for  me,  worth  the  price  I 
paid  just  for  the  histories  of  the  vari- 
ous auction  houses:  Bangs,  Leavitt, 
Thomas,  Birch,  Henckles,  etc. 
MacKay  lists  all  American  book  auc- 
tions and  where  copies  of  the  cata- 
logues may  be  located.  For  example, 
copies  of  the  Peck  sale  are  in  the  col- 
lections of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts  and  the  New  York 
Public  Library  in  New  York  City. 

Who  knows?  There  may  be  earlier 
book  sales  that  contain  coins  or 
medals  if  someone  where  to 
research  them. 

Dave  Hirt. 


Updating  a Classic 

An  inexpensive  reprint  is  in  prepa- 
ration of  John  Adams  United  States 
Numismatic  Literature  Volume  I : 
Nineteenth  Century  Catalogs. 
Included  will  be  a list  of  corrections 
and  additions,  and  I solicit  the 
input  of  The  Asylum  readers.  A pre- 
liminary list  of  "Corrections  and 
Additions"  will  be  posted  on  my 
web  site  (www.numislit.com),  or  I 
will  be  glad  to  send  prospective  par- 
ticipants a copy  upon  request.  I 
anticipate  printing  a separate  ver- 
sion of  the  "C  & A"  for  distribua- 
tion,  at  a reasonable  price,  to  those 
who  already  have  copies  of  the  first 
edition. 

George  Kolbe 
P.O.  Drawer  3100 
Crestline,  CA  92325-3100 


Hew  Members 


Christopher  Eimer,  London, 
England. 

James  Higby,  Dixon,  Illinois. 

John  J.  Kralevich,  Wolfsboro,  New 
Hampshire. 

Thomas  Oristian,  Reston,  Virginia. 
Peter  Pallas,  Placetia,  California. 


Dave  Patrasher,  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Ed  Rochette,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado. 

Ralf  Bopple,  Stuttgart,  Germany 
Dr.  Edwin  Luxenberg,  Logansport, 
Indiana. 
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3n  rffemoriam:  Frank  Katen 
(1903-2001) 

By  His  Friends  and  Clients 


David  Sklow: 

The  numismatic  world  has  suf- 
fered yet  another  great  loss!  With 
the  passing  of  Frank  J.  Katen  the 
numismatic  literature  field  has  lost 
its  Moses.  I have  known  Frank  for 
over  25  years  and  it  has  been  an 
honor  and  a privilege  to  be  his 
friend.  There  are  so  many  great  sto- 
ries to  think  back  on,  I would  not 
know  where  to  begin!  The  story  that 
comes  to  mind  first,  is  when  Frank 
drove  his  Red  Cadillac  to  the  1992 
ANA  Convention  in  Orlando, 
Florida,  to  receive  his  50  year  gold 
membership  medal.  After  the  con- 
vention Frank  and  Laurese  drove  to 
Port  St.  Lucie  to  visit  Sherry  and  I at 
our  bookstore.  Frank  loved  that 
Cadillac,  but  it  broke  down  two 
miles  from  my  store!  I picked  them 
both  up  and  took  them  to  a repair 
shop,  the  caddy  was  towed  in  and 
Frank  and  Laurese  spent  the  day  at 
the  bookstore  with  us.  I do  not 
think  there  was  a single  book  in  the 
entire  shop  he  did  not  pick  up  and 
look  at.  He  was  a great  supporter  of 
people's  ventures.  During  that  visit  I 
made  a deal  with  Frank  and  pur- 
chased all  remaining  stock  from  big 
February  1992  fixed  price  list  - over 
3500  books.  I always  enjoyed  get- 
ting one  of  Frank's  auction  cata- 
logues, you  never  knew  what  little 
treasure  was  waiting  for  you  within 
those  pages.  To  Frank  I would  say 
but  one  thing,  THANK  YOU!  The 
entire  Numismatic  Literature  world 
says,  THANK  YOU! 

George  Fuld: 

I first  met  Frank  Katen  at  the 
ANA  convention  in  Buffalo  in  1947. 
I dealt  with  him  when  he  was 


Milford  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.  and,  as 
1 recall,  I bought  some  civil  war 
tokens  from  him  for  several  years. 
This  was  during  his  fight  with  the 
ANA  hierarchy  in  1948  when  he 
tried  to  change  things. 
Unfortunately,  he  ended  up  getting 
expelled  from  ANA  for  a number  of 
years. 

1 next  remember  getting  books 
from  him  when  he  moved  to 
Washington  area  in  the  fifties.  I also 
purchased  books  directly  or  from 
auctions  over  many  years.  Except 
for  Aaron  Feldman,  he  was  the  only 
game  in  town!  When  I decided  to 
sell  my  library  in  1970,  I went  to 
Frank.  He  sold  the  library  in  two 
sales  that  were  the  most  extensive 
U.S.  and  related  library  sold  until 
that  time.  I was  impressed  by  the 
sales,  which  were  done  before  the 
advent  of  word  processors.  The 
results  (for  the  time)  were  excellent. 
My  experience  with  the  sales,  in 
regard  to  Harry  Bass  was  written  up 
in  The  Asylum  several  years  ago.  It 
need  not  be  repeated. 

It  was  always  a pleasure  dealing 
with  Frank  and  Laurese.  He  will  be 
remembered  as  the  Dean  of 
Bibliophiles! 

Philip  Carrigan: 

Frank  Katen  - A Dealer  and 
Gentleman 

I came  to  know  Frank  personally 
only  over  the  past  decade  as  he  con- 
ducted auction  sales  of  literature 
from  Baltimore.  His  auctions  were 
like  no  other  I have  attended.  A 
family  atmosphere  prevailed. 
Everyone  in  the  room  knew  each 
other  if  not  beforehand  then  upon 
entering  the  room.  Milk  and  cookies 
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were  served.  Frank  called  the  lots 
while  Laurese  ran  the  book.  On 
occasion  Frank  would  call  an  incor- 
rect lot  followed  by  he  and  Laurese 
sorting  out  where  they  should  be. 
All  this  took  place  as  Frank  passed  a 
milestone  of  ninety  years  of  age. 

The  sales  of  his  library  afforded 
me  the  chance  to  buy  many  items 
from  early  Canadian  dealers  and 
their  fixed  price  lists.  Frank,  after 
World  War  II,  highlighted  Canadian 
numismatics  here  in  the  US.  He  was 
a strong  and  principled  man  as  evi- 
denced by  his  conflict  and  expul- 
sion from  the  ANA.  At  this  time  we 
each  could  benefit  reading  the 
record  of  this  and  seeing  the  conflict 
between  power  brokers  and  an  indi- 
vidual. 

I have  all  these  warm  memories  of 
Frank  and  extend  my  condolences 
to  Laurese  on  her  loss. 

Fred  Lake: 

As  a coin  collector,  I spent  many 
hours  in  Frank  & Laurese  Katen's 
shop  in  Silver  Spring,  Maryland.  It 
was  quite  apparent  that  I had  much 
to  learn  about  numismatics  and  that 
Frank  was  a mighty  good  teacher. 

Just  as  Aaron  Feldman  had 
preached,  so  too  had  Frank  admon- 
ished, "Buy  the  Book  Before  the 
Coin."  Thus,  I became  hooked  on 
numismatic  literature.  The  libraries 
in  Frank's  shop  and  home  became 
Meccas  for  me,  and  Frank  was 
always  the  willing  teacher. 

I was  introduced  to  the  biblio- 
philes who  attended  the  Katen  auc- 
tions. People  like  Armand  Champa, 
F.  Gordon  Frost,  John  Huffman,  and 
many  others  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion who  were  there  to  talk  with 
and  learn  from. 

When  I decided  to  become  a 
numismatic  literature  dealer,  it  was 
Frank  who  became  a mentor.  He 
opened  his  library  and  his  card  files 
in  order  to  show  me  the  workings  of 
the  business.  He  and  Laurese  offered 


invaluable  advice  over  the  several 
years  that  we  began  our  business. 
My  wife,  Joan,  and  I are  eternally 
grateful  for  their  assistance. 

Frank  Katen  was  more  than  just  a 
coin  dealer  and  book  seller,  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  professional  who 
was  fun  to  be  around  and  always 
willing  to  lend  a helping  hand.  We 
shared  an  enjoyment  of  dining  out 
and  regaling  each  other  with  tales 
from  the  vast  world  of  numismatics. 

I am  glad  that  Frank  Katen  lived 
such  a long  and  productive  life.  I am 
also  glad  that  I was  able  to  call  him 
my  friend. 

John  and  Nancy  Wilson: 

When  notified  of  the  passing  of 
Frank  Katen  through  the  E-Sylwn,  it 
was  another  great  loss  for  our 
numismatic  hobby.  Our  prayers  and 
thoughts  are  with  Laurese  and  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  this  time  of  sor- 
row. Frank's  contributions  over  the 
years  to  the  advancement  of  the 
numismatic  hobby  have  been 
immeasurable.  His  remarkable 
accomplishments  in  the  literature 
field  will  live  on  forever  with  his 
public  and  mail  bid  sales  and  fixed 
price  lists. 

Though  Frank  (and  Laurese)  were 
very  well  known  for  buying  and  sell- 
ing numismatic  literature,  many  of 
their  sales  contained  other  numis- 
matic items,  coins,  tokens  & medals, 
exonumia,  etc.  We  especially  were 
intrigued  with  the  Katen  60th  sale, 
which  featured  the  James  B. 
Longacre  currency  proof  collection. 
The  94  obsolete  proof  notes  in  this 
sale  encompassed  many  important 
examples  from  17  different  states. 
This  sale  was  well  before  the  1990 
ABNCo  archive  sale  when  proof 
notes  were  far  less  available. 

This  icon  in  our  numismatic 
hobby  will  be  greatly  missed.  His 
passing  will  be  mourned  by  thou- 
sands of  us  who  admired  his  hon- 
esty, integrity,  dedication  and  work- 
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manship  in  our  hobby.  His  memory 
will  live  on  with  his  wonderfully 
informative  auction  catalog  sales 
and  fixed  price  lists.  With  great 
sympathy  and  prayers  to  Laurese 
and  her  family. 

Barry  Tayman: 

My  remembrances  of  Frank  Katen 
go  back  some  30  years  to  my  bud- 
ding interest  in  Canadian  and  US 
colonial  coinage,  tokens  and 
medals.  From  the  beginning,  Frank 
was  generous  of  his  time  and  eager 
to  help.  I soon  appreciated  that  his 
keen  interest  in  matters  Canadian 
not  only  included  coins,  tokens  and 
medals,  but  the  necessary  literature 
as  well.  Through  Frank's  tutelage 
and  others,  most  notably  my  good 
friend  George  Fuld,  I learned  of  the 
importance  of  auction  catalogs.  This 
of  course  resulted  in  my  attendance 
at  many  of  Frank's  sales  from  the 
early  70's  on  out. 

While  others  are  aware  of  his 
interest  in  numismatic  literature 
generally,  I would  like  to  focus  on 
his  interest  in  Canadian  numismat- 
ics. That  interest  dates  to  at  least  the 
early  1940s.  By  1946,  he  contributed 
an  important  chapter  to  The  Coin 
Collector's  Almanac  published  by 
Schulman  and  Holzer,  listing  prices 
for  the  entire  Canadian  token  series 
as  well  as  the  Canadian  decimal 
series,  by  both  Breton  and  Wayte 
Raymond  numbers.  Early  on  his 
interest  in  Canadian  numismatics 
was  recognized  by  the  Canadian 
numismatic  fraternity.  That  interest 
is  best  reflected  in  the  following 
excerpt  from  the  March  1950  C.N.A. 
Bulletin , page  6: 

The  prices  realized  at  Frank  J. 
Katen's  18th  Sale  of  January  6-7, 
1950  are  of  considerable  interest  to 
collectors  of  Canadian  coins  and 
tokens.  ...  No  small  part  of  this 
revival  of  interest  in  Canadian 
numismatics  is  due  to  Mr.  Katen. 
No  other  dealer  in  recent  years  has 


devoted  as  much  space  in  his  auc- 
tion catalogues  to  describing  and 
listing  in  detail  Canadian  coins 
and  tokens  as  he  has.  His  efforts 
have  done  much  to  make  collec- 
tors everywhere  more  aware  of  the 
relative  scarcity  of  many  of  the 
Canadian  coins  and  the  rarity  of 
others  such  as  the  Canada,  1921, 
silver,  5 cent  piece,  and  the 
Newfoundland,  1946,  5 cent  piece. 

Frank's  interest  in  Canadian 
numismatics  never  abated.  In  1977, 
while  working  on  the  auction  cata- 
logues for  the  Wylie  hoard,  he 
somehow  found  time  to  check  each 
catalogue  for  interesting  Canadian 
material  with  particular  emphasis 
on  the  Canadian  Magdalen  Island 
token  (we  both  owned  VF  speci- 
mens and  were  curious  as  to  why  it 
was  very  rare  in  higher  grades).  The 
nucleus  of  that  research  finally 
reached  fruition  with  Frank's  gentle 
prodding  (sorry  for  the  delay,  Frank) 
in  a jointly  researched  paper  deliv- 
ered at  the  ANS  and  published  as 
part  of  Canada's  Money,  Coinage  of 
The  Americas  Conference,  (New  York, 
1992). 

Turning  back  to  his  sales,  as  those 
of  us  who  were  privileged  to  know 
Frank  are  aware,  they  were  friendly 
casual  events  with  Frank  calling  the 
lots  and  his  lovely  wife  Laurese 
assisting  with  the  book.  At  almost 
any  given  sale  you  could  count  on 
meeting  some  of  the  hobby's  most 
important  and  spirited  collectors.  In 
looking  back,  I count  myself  fortu- 
nate to  have  made  lifelong  friend- 
ships from  fellow  collectors  that  I 
initially  met  during  a Katen  sale. 
More  often  than  not,  our  gracious 
auctioneer  turned  gracious  host  by 
inviting  many  of  us  to  post  sale  din- 
ners. 

John  Adams  (a  warm  friend  that  I 
first  met  at  a Katen  sale)  in  his 
Numismatic  Literature,  Vol.  II,  called 
attention  to  Frank's  many  impres- 
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sive  publications,  his  catalogues, 
and  his  varied  accomplishments  to 
the  hobby.  He  noted  that  Frank  was 
a man  who  not  only  got  involved, 
but  more  importantly  to  us  numis- 
matic bibliomaniacs,  was  a man  that 
kept  the  "flame  alive."  I would  like 
to  close  by  adding  that  Frank  kept 
that  flame  alive  by  collecting  the 
most  important  ingredient  of  the 
hobby.  Recognizing  that  dealers  can 
only  enjoy  short-term  ownership  of 
many  of  the  interesting  items  that 
they  pass  on  to  other  collectors, 
Frank  simply  collected  collectors. 
Many  were  privileged  to  also 
become  his  friend.  He  will  be  missed 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Dave  Hirt: 

My  dealings  with  Frank  Katen  go 
back  over  a period  of  30  years.  The 
first  Katen  numismatic  literature 
sale  I participated  in  was  at  the 
Floyd  B.  Newell  Library  held  in 
October  1968.  I had  seen  an  ad  for 
this  sale  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine.  The  first  Katen 
sale  which  I actually  attended  was 
his  40th,  held  in  July  1974. 

In  1977  came  the  announcement 
of  a sale  of  Wylie's  hoard  of  auction 
catalogues.  I was  hoping  to  get  some 


works  that  I had  been  seeking  for  a 
long  time.  I sent  in  mail  bids  for  the 
first  sale  and  acquired  only  five  of 
the  lots.  But,  the  second  sale  found 
me  in  attendance  with  much  better 
results.  I ended  up  with  some  30 
lots,  including  such  prizes  as  the 
1851  Roper  sale,  the  Mickley  sale 
and  a large  paper  copy  of  the  Finotti 
sale.  My  only  regret  is  that  because 
of  houseguests,  I did  not  stay  for  the 
final  Saturday  afternoon  session. 

The  years  1994  through  1996  saw 
the  dispersion  of  Frank's  personal 
library  in  a series  of  sales.  I spoke 
with  him  several  weeks  before  sale 
77,  which  as  held  in  November 
1994,  and  he  was  somewhat  "down 
in  the  dumps"  due  to  the  sale  of  the 
Champa  library  being  held  in 
Baltimore  that  same  weekend.  But 
Frank  had  nothing  to  worry  about. 
His  sale  was  a great  success  and  at 
the  end  he  was  all  smiles. 

I attended  almost  all  the  sessions 
of  these  sales  and  at  times  the  bid- 
ding was  hot  and  heavy.  I remember 
being  frustrated  at  losing  some  lots  I 
had  really  wanted  because  Ken  Lowe 
would  just  not  take  down  his  hand 
until  he  had  acquired  the  lot. 

All  in  all,  Frank  was  a trailblazer 
in  numismatic  literature. 
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Frank  Joseph  Katen: 
Pathfinder  of  numismatic  Literature 

By  Joel  J.  Orosz 


Frank  Joseph  Katen  led  three  very 
different  lives,  each  progressively 
more  intriguing  than  its  predeces- 
sor. Born  in  the  Bronx  on  January 
21,  1903,  Frank  began  his  career  in 
the  private  sector,  rising,  according 
to  Pete  Smith  in  American 
Numismatic  Biographies,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Director  of 
Industrial  Relations  for  the 
Worthington  Pump  Company.  It 
was  not  until  he  reached  early  mid- 
dle age — in  1944,  to  be  precise — that 
he  entered  his  second  life,  that  of  a 
coin  dealer,  by  establishing  the 
Milford  Coin  and  Stamp  Company 
in  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

In  this  second  iteration,  Katen 
both  prospered  and  pontificated.  He 
cultivated  European  sources,  and 
made  a number  of  buying  trips  to 
the  Continent  in  order  to  offer 
superb  foreign  material  to  his  clien- 
tele. Frank  secured  the  auction 
rights  for  the  1948  ANA  convention 
sale  in  Boston,  and  over  the  years 
built  a large  and  loyal  customer 
base.  Katen  also  launched,  in  1949, 
a one-man  movement  (which  even- 
tually grew  larger)  to  reform  the 
ANA,  which  at  that  time  was  being 
run  autocratically  by  the  late  Lewis 
Reagan.  Fearless  Frank  used  his 
house  organ,  Katen's  Koin  Capers,  as 
a vehicle  for  lambasting  the  ANA  for 
irregular  organizational  practices, 
especially  around  the  Association's 
elections.  As  John  Adams  rightly 
notes  in  United  States  Numismatic 
Literature,  Volume  II: 

There  was  considerable  merit  in 
the  points  that  were  raised;  indeed, 
most  of  the  practices  that  Katen 
criticized  were  changed  in  later 


years.  However,  between  the 
waspish  tone  of  the  reform-minded 
editorials,  and  the  haughty  attitude 
of  the  ANA  leadership  at  that  time, 
confrontation  was  inevitable. 
Giving  in  to  an  unworthy  spirit  of 
retaliation,  the  ANA  expelled  Frank 
Katen  from  membership  in  1950. 

Following  the  expulsion,  Katen 
took  something  of  a break  from  the 
business;  while  remaining  a dealer, 
he  issued  only  six  auction  cata- 
logues from  June  of  1950  through 
June  of  1958.  In  that  latter  year, 
however,  he  moved  to  Washington, 
D.C.  and  segued  into  his  third,  and 
most  interesting  life,  that  of  a 
numismatic  literature  dealer.  Like 
many  another  coin  merchant,  Frank 
had  customarily  offered  a few  books 
to  his  customers,  but  references  had 
decidedly  been  a sidelight.  His  29th 
sale,  however,  held  on  January  21, 
1958,  was  exclusively  an  offering  of 
literature,  and  in  the  40  years  and 
52  auction  sales  that  were  to  follow 
in  his  career,  the  previous  pattern 
was  reversed.  Henceforth,  he  sold 
coins  as  a sideline,  and  made  his 
daily  bread  by  selling  numismatic 
literature. 

Katen  is  often  said  to  be  the  first 
dealer  in  numismatic  literature  in 
the  U.S.,  or  at  least  the  during  the 
first  exclusive  dealer  in  this  field. 
This  is  wrong  on  both  counts.  Some 
of  the  early  dealers,  like  W.  Elliot 
Woodward,  were  prolific  purveyors 
of  print  on  pulp,  and  Frank  himself 
named  fellow  New  Havenite 
William  C.  Sanders  as  his  predeces- 
sor in  the  numismatic  literature 
business.  Katen  was,  however,  the 
first  major  U.S.  coin  dealer  to  con- 
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vert  to  an  honest-to-God  bibliopole, 
and  for  nearly  a decade  he  was  vir- 
tually without  competitors  in  his 
new  field.  Aaron  Feldman  was  per- 
haps the  nearest  thing  to  a rival, 
and  the  fact  that  Feldman  adver- 
tised his  base  of  operations  as  “the 
world's  smallest  bookstore"  conveys 
a pretty  good  idea  of  the  scale  of  his 
operation. 

In  fact,  one  might  say  that  Frank 
Katen,  in  his  third  and  most  inter- 
esting life,  played  midwife  to  the 
new  field  of  numismatic  biblioma- 
nia. During  the  1970s,  in  particular, 
he  presided  over  three  events  that 
defined  the  emergence  of  a hobby. 

The  first  was  the  sale,  in  two  cata- 
logues issued  in  1971,  of  the  great 
library  formed  by  Melvin  and 
George  Fuld.  Collecting  numismatic 
literature  had  essentially  been  a 
fringe  activity  up  until  then,  but  the 
Fuld  sales  brought  this  new  field 
into  the  light. 

Second,  Frank  published  the  first 
price  guides  for  literature,  initially 
in  Coin  World , and  later  in  a couple 
of  editions  of  the  Coin  World 
Almanac. 

Third,  he  took  on  the  monumen- 
tal task  of  cataloguing  and  selling 
the  enormous  hoard  of  19th  century 
auction  catalogues  gathered  by  AP 
Wylie.  It  took  four  Katen  auctions  in 
1977  and  1978  to  fully  disperse  the 
great  aggregation;  by  the  time  it  was 
over,  numismatic  bibliomania  had 
truly  arrived.  And  every  one  of  these 
landmark  achievements  of  the 
1970s  took  place  long  after  Frank 
had  reached  the  then-legal  retire- 
ment age  of  65! 

Along  with  these  great  successes 
came  the  sweet  satisfaction  of  both 
vindication  and  lionization.  In 
1971,  the  ANA  Board  formally  apol- 
ogized for  expelling  Katen  20  years 
previously,  and  reinstated  him  as  a 
member.  A little  more  than  a decade 
later,  the  fledgling  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  demonstrated 


its  respect  for  him  by  making  Frank 
Katen  its  first  honorary  life  member. 
Long  before  he  left  us,  Frank  had 
ascended  into  the  status  of  a living 
legend. 

It  is  often,  however,  the  fate  of 
pioneers — even  the  living  legends 
among  them — to  blaze  a trail,  only 
to  be  trampled  (or  at  least 
leapfrogged)  by  latecomers  who 
were  able  to  get  a running  start  on 
the  path  the  trailblazers  had 
opened.  Frank  did  not  escape  this 
fate.  By  the  advent  of  the  1990s, 
men  like  George  Frederick  Kolbe, 
Charles  Davis  and  the  late  Ken  Lowe 
were  setting  a high  professional 
standard  of  description  and  annota- 
tion in  their  catalogues.  Katen's 
terse  style  suffered  by  comparison. 
By  the  late  1990s,  when  he  sold  his 
large  and  diverse  personal  library  in 
sales  nos. 76-81,  the  Katen  presenta- 
tion seemed  downright  quaint. 

The  author  of  this  biographical 
memoir,  however,  prefers  to  remem- 
ber the  fire  that  was  never  far 
beneath  Frank's  surface.  At  the 
Baltimore  ANA  convention  in  1993, 

I had  grabbed  lunch  from  one  of  the 
heartburn  emporiums  that  ringed 
the  bourse.  Scanning  the  nearby 
tables,  I discovered  Frank  Katen 
seated  alone,  so  I introduced  myself 
and  joined  him. 

Frank  always  appeared  reserved  in 
photos,  but  in  person,  he  was  warm 
and  engaging.  Soon,  we  were 
immersed  in  a conversation  about 
the  post-World  War  Two  numismat- 
ic scene.  He  told  me  of  his  many 
trips  to  Europe,  the  early  ones  taken 
when  the  devastated  Continent  was 
struggling  to  recover  from  the 
destruction  that  had  engulfed  it  for 
nearly  six  years.  As  animated  as  he 
was  when  discussing  the  coins  he 
had  uncovered  on  these  trips,  his 
level  of  intensity  suddenly  flared  up 
when  he  mentioned  his  encounters 
with  the  "wolf  children." 

The  War  had  produced  thousands 
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of  orphans,  especially  in  Germany, 
and  some  became  "wolf  children," 
living  in  the  streets,  eking  out  a liv- 
ing amongst  the  rubble  from  what 
they  could  gather,  beg,  or  steal. 
Frank  was  warned  to  keep  his  dis- 
tance from  them;  more  than  four 
decades  later,  on  the  bourse  in 
Baltimore,  his  eyes  flashed  and  his 
voice  quavered  when  he  spoke  of 
doing  what  he  could  to  help  these 
all-but-feral  victims  of  the  savageries 
of  war.  So  eloquent  was  he  on  the 
subject,  in  fact,  that  when  he  gener- 
ously gave  me  two  booklets  (one 
commemorating  the  30th  anniver- 
sary of  the  International  Association 
of  Professional  Numismatists,  the 
other  a chronicle  of  his  90th  birth- 
day party),  I completely  forgot  to 
ask  him  to  inscribe  them  to  me. 

It  was  that  passion  for  justice  that 
led  Frank  straight  into  battle  with 
Lewis  Reagan  in  1950,  but  it  was  his 
magnanimity  that  caused  him  to 
forgive  the  organization  that  had 
once  treated  him  so  shabbily.  After 
his  reinstatement  in  1971,  he 
became  a tireless  booster  of  the  ANA 


and  even  inventoried  the  organiza- 
tion's library  on  a pro  bono  basis. 
Both  this  passion  and  this  magna- 
nimity were  ever  present  to  the  day 
he  passed  away,  which  happened  to 
be  his  birthday,  January  21,  2001. 

This  memoir  of  Frank  Katen  does 
not  pretend  to  completeness.  It  has 
said  nothing  about  many  of  Frank's 
most  important  personal  and  profes- 
sional commitments,  such  as  his 
marriage  to  Laurese  Byrd  Katen  and 
his  key  role  in  the  founding  of  the 
International  Association  of 
Professional  Numismatists.  I hope, 
however,  that  it  has  succeeded  in 
illuminating  the  three  lives  of  Frank 
Katen,  and  especially  his  last  one,  in 
the  role  of  the  numismatic  biblio- 
pole. The  hobby  of  numismatic  bib- 
liomania would  have  developed 
without  Frank  Katen,  but  it  would 
have  happened  much  more  slowly, 
and  with  much  less  excitement. 
Frank  Katen,  in  his  third  life,  led  the 
way  for  us  all  with  courage  and  with 
creativity.  He  was  truly  the 
pathfinder  of  United  States  numis- 
matic literature. 
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Franh  Katen  - An  Appreciation 

By  George  F.  Kolbe 


When  I and  others  of  my  genera- 
tion were  barely  able  to  tie  our  own 
shoes,  Frank  Katen  was  scouring 
Europe  to  expand  his  ever-growing 
coin  inventory.  An  established  deal- 
er, Frank  was  conducting  American 
Numismatic  Association  auctions 
and  steadfastly  fighting  abuses  of 
power  in  the  ANA  while  I was  get- 
ting my  knuckles  regularly  rapped 
with  a steel-edged  ruler  by  the  good 
Sisters  at  St.  Philips  grammar  school 
in  Pasadena,  California.  When  I 
conducted  my  modest  first  numis- 
matic literature  auction  in  1976, 
Frank  had  been  laboring  in  the  book 
stacks  as  the  premier  dealer  for  near- 
ly two  decades. 

Were  it  not  for  Frank  Katen,  it  is 
far  less  likely  that  I and  others 
would  today  be  making  a living 
from  the  sale  of  rare  and  out  of 
print  numismatic  literature.  Aaron 
Feldman,  James  Brown,  W.C. 
Sanders,  John  Ford,  Michael  Powills, 
and  others  were  important  sources, 
but  much  of  their  business  was  con- 
ducted face  to  face,  and  substantial 
printed  catalogues  were  seldom 
issued.  Frank  and  Laurese  Katen  set 
a new  standard.  Through  frequent, 
widely  distributed  auction  cata- 
logues and  often  extensive  fixed 
price  lists,  the  firm,  over  time, 
brought  a semblance  of  order  to  the 
wide-ranging  world  of  numismatic 
literature.  Frank  and  Laurese's  auc- 
tion sales  in  particular  helped  to 
establish  values,  and,  over  time, 
served  to  measure  scarcity. 

It  has  somehow  become  fashion- 
able to  judge  people  by  retroactive 
standards.  Because  Frank  found  a 
successful  formula  and  stuck  with  it, 
he  was  unfairly  criticized  by  some 
who  came  along  far  later.  The 


Katens,  in  large  part,  created  the 
current  marketplace  for  rare  and  out 
of  print  numismatic  literature.  Over 
four  decades,  they  catalogued  and 
sold  well  over  100,000  lots  of  works 
on  the  topic  to  an  appreciative 
worldwide  audience. 

When  I issued  my  first  price  list  in 
1967,  one  could  not  make  a living 
selling  rare  and  out  of  print  numis- 
matic books.  Frank  and  Laurese's 
unwavering  dedication  surely  was 
poorly  recompensed  for  many  years. 
By  the  mid-19  70s,  they  had  con- 
ducted a series  of  extensive  numis- 
matic literature  auctions,  highlight- 
ed of  course  by  the  superb  George 
Fuld  library.  New  bibliophiles 
attended  these  sales  and  drove  up 
prices  to  what  appeared  at  the  time 
to  be  lofty  levels.  The  light  bulb 
went  on  in  my  head — it  might  actu- 
ally be  possible  to  earn  a livelihood 
doing  something  I loved.  Others 
soon  came  to  similar  conclusions, 
and  a whole  new  generation  of 
numismatic  booksellers  joined  ranks 
with  the  Katens. 

Frank  was  a good  man.  Oh,  he 
could  be  a tad  difficult  to  deal  with 
on  occasion.  I recall  meeting  Frank 
and  Laurese  at  the  first  ANA  Mid- 
Winter  Convention  (as  then  it  was 
called — appropriately  I might  add). 
The  headquarters  hotel  was  the 
grand  old  Broadmoor  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado,  and  the  conven- 
tion was  held — it's  hard  now  to 
believe — in  an  adjacent  ice  rink.  On 
opening  day,  a number  of  intrepid 
coin  dealers  shunned  the  walkway 
and  made  a beeline  for  the  ice  rink- 
cum-convention  center,  over  the 
frozen  tundra.  Or  so  they  thought. 
Actually,  there  was  a small  lake 
between  the  hotel  and  the  conven- 
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tion  center,  frozen  hard  enough  it 
seems,  to  support  even  the  most 
nutritionally  overachieving  of  coin 
dealers. 

There  1 sat  at  my  bourse  table  the 
first  morning,  with  my  feet  on  my 
suitcase  (the  plywood  planks  cover- 
ing the  ice  were,  well,  like  ice), 
when  a visitor  approached  and  pro- 
claimed: "Hello,  I'm  Laurese  Katen 
and  you  owe  me  money."  While  I 
was  pleased  to  meet  her,  I knew  that 
the  bill  for  the  Katen's  recent  numis- 
matic book  auction  had  been  paid, 
and  Laurese  promised  to  review  her 
records.  From  another  direction  of 
the  bourse  floor,  Frank  Katen 
marched  up  a few  minutes  later 
with  virtually  the  same  preamble. 
Lest  my  credit  rating  be  downgrad- 
ed, I should  add  that  a few  days 
after  the  show  I received  a gracious 
call  from  the  Katens  explaining  that 
they  had  made  a clerical  error. 

In  1981  I visited  Frank  and 
Laurese  in  Silver  Spring  to  view  their 


extensive  stock.  They  could  not 
have  been  better  hosts.  On  the  way 
to  lunch,  Frank  did  mention  that  he 
had  long  been  deeply  involved  in 
Democratic  Party  politics,  and  that 
he  was  still  quite  displeased  (that's 
putting  it  mildly)  over  the  election 
of  Ronald  Wilson  Reagan. 
Discretion,  perhaps  self-preservation 
with  a view  to  securing  my  purchas- 
es, prevented  me  from  volunteering 
my  presidential  choice. 

Frank  Katen  was  a man  of  strong 
opinion,  a businessman  of  the  old 
school:  where  bills  should  be  paid 
on  time,  your  word  is  your  bond, 
right  is  right,  wrong  is  wrong.  He 
also  was  gracious,  engaging,  a credit 
to  his  chosen  profession.  He  was  a 
true  pioneer.  How  fortunate  we  are 
to  have  enjoyed  his  presence  for  so 
long.  How  fortunate  was  he  to  have 
been  able  to  call  the  auction  of  his 
own  library  at  age  94,  capping  over 
half  a century  of  service  to  numis- 
matics. 
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Frank  J.  Katen,  13T.?L  Powills  and 
Frank  Causey  Wilson's  Bulletin 

by  Wayne  K.  Homren 


Frank  Causey  Wilson's  Monthly 
Rare  Coin  Bulletin  was  issued  in  at 
least  fourteen  numbers  during  the 
years  1945-46.  Each  issue  featured  a 
different  "recommended  dealer." 
These  mini-biographies  are  good 
sources  of  background  information 
on  coin  figures  of  the  day,  including 
Kenneth  W.  Lee,  Hans  M.  F. 
Schulman,  C.  B.  Edwards,  C.A. 
Brownell,  and  The  Whitman 
Publishing  Company. 

The  cover  of  the  June  1945  issue 
features  Frank  J.  Katen,  reproduced 
here  for  the  Katen  memorial  issue. 
At  the  time,  Katen  was  dealing  pri- 
marily in  coins.  It  would  be  many 
years  before  he  specialized  in  numis- 
matic literature.  Interestingly,  the 
following  month's  issue  (July  1945) 
features  M.A.  Powills  of  Chicago, 
who  was  already  operating  as  a 
numismatic  literature  dealer  in 
1945,  albeit  on  a smaller  scale  than 
Katen  would  one  day  reach.  The 
text  of  the  article  is  reprinted  here: 

An  ardent  coin  collector  since 
1915,  Mr.  Powills  holds  a unique 
position  inasmuch  as  his  business 
is  confined  chiefly  to  numismatic 
books. 

A successful  industrial  realtor, 
numismatics  is  really  his  avoca- 
tion. Possessing  a balanced  collec- 
tion of  the  coins  of  the  world,  par- 
ticularly rich  in  the  Oriental  series 
in  which  he  specializes,  it  seemed 
quite  natural  for  him  to  also  forti- 
fy himself  with  a representative 
numismatic  library. 

Extensive  correspondence  and 
the  compilation  of  a numismatic 


bibliography  for  his  own  use  has 
convinced  Mr.  Powills  that  worthy 
books  are  in  demand.  But  too  fre- 
quently the  question  is,  "Where 
can  I get  a copy  of  the  desired 
work?"  His  extensive  library  and 
knowledge  of  the  subject  has  qual- 
ified him  in  helping  the  collector 
to  get  what  he  needs.  However, 
he  knows  very  well  that  many 
authoritative  publications  are  still 
missing  from  his  library. 

An  occasional  contributor  to 
numismatic  publications  and  book 
reviewer,  his  recent  article  under 
the  heading  "Numismatics" 
appears  in  the  Universal  World 
Reference  Encyclopedia. 

Mr.  Powills  is  a Fellow  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society, 
member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  Chicago 
Coin  Club,  Iowa  Numismatic 
Association,  former  member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the 
Canadian  Numismatic  Art  Society, 
etc. 

For  more  information  on  Powills, 
see  his  obituary  in  the  May  1986 
issue  of  The  Numismatist  (Vol  99/5) 
p.982,  and  the  December  1986 
Kolbe/Spink  sale  catalogue,  which 
features  his  library  and  includes  a 
picture  and  biography  by  Carl  F. 
Wolf. 
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Frank  Causey  Wilson’s 


MONTHLY  RARE  COIN  BULLETIN 


JUNE  1945 


This  column  U run  so  that  beginner*  In  coin  collecting  may  become  acquainted  with  the 
dillerent  dealers,  advertising  in  this  bulletin. 

Each  month  there  will  be  a different  dealer  recommended. 


FRANK  J.  KATEN 


Frank  J.  Katen  is  a devoted  numis- 
matist since  1939. 

A traveling  executive  for  a large 
industrial  concern  as  well  as  a labor 
economist  for  the  government  gave 
him  the  incentive  and  opportunity  to 
buy  and  study  coins. 

While  in  Holyoke,  Mass,  last  year 
Mr.  Katen  exhibited  a beautiful  dis- 
play of  various  coins  in  Holyoke's 
leading  department  store.  This  dis- 
play won  him  first  prize  for  individual 
A.N.A.  Members. 

Attending  his  first  convention  in 
Chicago  in  1944  with  Mrs.  Katen  he 
met  many  of  what  he  pleases  to  call 
"The  nicest  people"  - coin  collectors 
and  dealers.  It  was  then  that  he  de- 
cided he  would  devote  his  entire  time 
to  coins. 

He  opened  a store  in  the  centre  of 
New  Haven  - a store  modern  in  ap- 


pointments and  full  of  new  ideas, 
considered  the  most  beautiful  coin 
and  stamp  shop  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Katen's  specialty  is  odd  and 
curious  money  of  the  world  and  for- 
eign type  sets. 

Mr.  Katen  is  district  secretary  for 
western  Connecticut  for  A.N.A.,  as 
well  as  president  of  Milford  Coin 
Club.  This  club  has  grown  in  3 years 
to  a membership  of  58.  In  addition, 
he  belongs  to  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society,  New  York  Numismatic 
Club,  Boston  Numismatic  Club  and 
New  Haven  Numismatic  Society  as 
well  as  the  American  Philatelic  As- 
sociation, Nutmeg  Stamp  Club  and 
New  Haven  Philatelic  Society. 

He  is  frequently  called  upon  to 
speak  and  exhibit  coins  to  clubs  and 
organizations. 


All  advertisers  using  Red  • will  buy  back  coin  in  same  condition  as  offered 
for  sale  @ 20%  less  than  their  selling  price.  In  all  cases  limited  quantities  will 
be  bought.  All  advertisers  agree  to  make  a full  cash  refund  on  any  coin  returned 
within  5 days,  after  receipt  of  same. 

All  advertising  is  edited  to  conform  to  requirements  of  bulletin,  8 point 
type  is  smallest  used  in  body  of  advertisement.  I personally  recommend  all 
advertisers  using  bulletin  space.  20  pages  is  present  limit  of  bulletin,  those 
holding  space,  have  1st  choice.  25th  of  month  preceding  appearance  of  issue 
is  dead  line  for  advertising. 

Those  that  have  paid  in  advance  may  send  in  copy  as  late  as  30th  of 
month,  for  bulletin  due  in  mail  the  following  6th  of  month.  Average  7 days  later. 
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Frank  Katen  vs  The 

By  Fete  Smith 


Frank  Katen's  obituary  in  Coin 
World  (February  12,  2001)  included 
a nice  tribute  from  ANA  Executive 
Director  Edward  C.  Rochette  who 
referred  to  Katen's  "long  and  distin- 
guished affiliation  with  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and  the  numismatic  hobby."  That 
statement  falls  somewhat  short  of 
full  disclosure  of  the  truth.  A longer 
version  of  the  story  will  add  insight 
into  the  character  of  both  Katen  and 
the  ANA. 

Katen  worked  as  assistant  director 
of  industrial  relations  for 
Worthington  Pump  before  he  took 
up  numismatics  as  a business 
around  1938.  In  1945  he  opened 
Milford  Coin  & Stamp  Company  at 
486  State  Street  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  He  called  it  "the  Finest 
Coin  Shop  in  the  Country"  and 
soon  began  to  show  his  influence  in 
the  politics  of  the  hobby. 

His  fixed  price  lists  included  liter- 
ature as  well  as  coins.  At  that  time 
he  was  a distributor  for  current  ref- 
erences more  than  a dealer  in  out- 
of-print  literature.  Katen  credits  Bill 
Sanders  of  New  Haven  as  the  first 
dealer  to  specialize  in  numismatic 
literature  as  a specialty.  Sanders  was 
also  Katen's  inspiration  for  his  love 
of  numismatic  literature. 

Katen  served  as  regional  secretary 
for  the  ANA  and  was  active  in  dealer 
organizations.  When  the  American 
Coin  Dealers  Association  was  found- 
ed in  1946,  Katen  became  the  secre- 
tary. That  group  faded  as  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
became  the  surviving  organization 
for  the  profession.  Katen  was  also  a 
founding  member  of  the 
International  Association  of 
Professional  Numismatists  in  1951. 

Based  on  friendships  formed  at  he 


Boston  Numismatic  Society,  Katen 
was  asked  to  conduct  the  auction 
for  the  1948  ANA  convention  in 
Boston. 

Katen  ran  for  a position  on  the 
ANA  board  in  1949.  Not  shy  with 
his  opinions,  he  used  his  newsletter, 
Katen  Koin  Kapers,  to  express  his 
opinions  on  the  state  of  the  hobby 
and  to  publish  letters  from  his  sup- 
porters. Katen  took  issue  with  pro- 
duction of  the  program  for  the  1949 
ANA  Convention  in  San  Francisco. 
For  the  Boston  convention  he 
promised  greater  distribution  than 
any  previous  catalogue  and  sent  out 

11.000  programs  and  included  dis- 
tribution to  all  ANA  members.  He 
sold  126  ads  at  a cost  of  $30  per 
page.  At  the  direction  of  Lloyd 
Gettys,  distribution  of  the  1949  pro- 
gram was  reduced  to  only  those 
who  attended  the  convention  or 
specifically  requested  one.  The 
advertising  rate  was  reduced  to  $25 
per  page.  Katen  claimed  that  in  San 
Francisco  distribution  was  less  than 

1.000  and  that  he  offered  a better 
deal  the  previous  year. 

The  association  had  a deficit  in 
1948  and  had  been  forced  to 
increase  membership  fees.  At  the 
same  time,  membership  numbers 
were  dropping.  Katen  advocated  a 
balanced  budget  and  fiscal  responsi- 
bility for  ANA  officers.  With  others 
he  criticized  expensive  trips  taken 
by  officers  and  specifically  Gettys. 

Katen  was  critical  of  a decision  to 
change  publisher  of  The 
Numismatist.  It  was  published  at 
Stowell  Printing  Company  in 
Federalsburg,  Maryland,  from  about 
1920  until  1947.  They  also  pub- 
lished the  American  Philatelist.  As 
both  periodicals  grew,  it  became  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  publish  both  on 
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schedule  without  expanding  their 
production  facilities.  In  1947,  J.W. 
Stowell  indicated  a preference  to 
drop  The  Numismatist  and  continue 
to  publish  American  Philatelist. 

In  1947  publication  was  shifted  to 
McCormick-Armstrong  Company  of 
Wichita,  Kansas,  which  was  conve- 
niently located  for  ANA  General 
Secretary  Lewis  Reagan  who  also 
lived  in  Wichita.  However,  the  cost 
doubled  with  the  move  to  Wichita 
and  Katen  thought  this  was  bad 
financial  management.  At  the  1949 
convention,  John  J.  Pittman,  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  asked  that  a 
bid  from  Stowell  be  considered  so 
they  could  resume  publication. 
Katen  also  supported  Stowell. 

After  his  unsuccessful  campaign, 
Katen  was  highly  critical  of  the  con- 
duct and  results  of  the  election. 
Katen  attempted  to  express  his  opin- 
ions in  a paid  advertisement  in  The 
Numismatist.  This  was  rejected  as 
too  controversial,  although  the 
magazine  continued  to  present  the 
current  administration's  point  of 
view  on  contentious  issues.  Katen 
was  not  alone  in  his  criticism. 
George  Blake  criticized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gettys  as  extravagant  and 
wasteful.  Among  Katen's  reform 
minded  allies  in  this  battle  were 
Pittman  and  Dr.  John  H.  Wild. 

In  addition  to  the  fight  over  The 
Numismatist,  Katen  also  recom- 
mended that  ANA  election  ballots 
be  submitted  directly  to  an  outside 
accounting  firm  rather  than  being 
handled  by  the  General  Secretary, 
Lewis  Reagan.  There  was  concern  by 
Katen  and  others  that  Reagan  could 
open  ballots,  print  extra  ballots  and 
possibly  substitute  ballots  for  a can- 
didate of  his  choice. 

It  was  doubtlessly  these  actions, 
plus  Katen's  agressive  personality, 
that  lead  the  the  meeting  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  ANA  in  1950 
which  voted  to  expel  him  from 
membership  based  on  unspecified 


charges.  Katen  was  not  given  names 
of  those  who  testified  against  him 
and  was  not  allowed  to  appear  in 
his  defense. 

At  the  1950  ANA  Convention  in 
Milwaukee,  Katen  attempted  to 
attend  the  business  meeting  but  was 
refused  admittance  by  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  Louis  S.  Werner.  Katen  then 
had  Werner  arrested  on  charges  of 
assault  and  battery.  Listed  in  the 
complaint  as  witnesses  were  Fred  C. 
Kern,  Jr.,  Pittman  and  Wild.  Under 
what  he  called  intense  pressure  from 
various  ANA  members  and  the  attor- 
ney for  Werner,  Katen  agreed  to 
drop  the  charges. 

In  the  years  after  Katen's  expul- 
sion, Wild  became  an  unsuccessful 
candidate  for  the  ANA  board  in 
1949  and  1950  before  fading  from 
ANA  politics.  Pittman  was  more  per- 
sistent in  his  quest  for  a seat  on  the 
board.  After  unsuccessful  campaigns 
in  1950-55  and  1957,  he  was  finally 
elected  to  the  board  in  1959.  Lewis 
Reagan  received  the  ANA  Ferran 
Zerbe  award  in  1954  and  held  the 
position  as  General  Secretary  from 
1944  until  his  death  in  1961. 

In  1971,  with  Pittman  as  presi- 
dent, the  ANA  reinstated  Katen's 
membership  as  life  member  132  and 
gave  their  apology.  The  Katens, 
Frank  and  Laurese,  provided  an 
appraisal  of  the  ANA  library  in  1977. 
They  jointly  received  the  ANA 
medal  of  Merit  in  1978.  Frank 
received  an  ANA  Presidential  Award 
in  1993. 

Perhaps  in  a life  that  lasted  98 
years,  a 20-year  estrangement  from 
the  ANA  should  not  be  taken  too 
seriously.  The  ANA  changed  and 
Katen  mellowed  over  this  period 
Another  remarkable  transformation 
happened  with  Katen.  Gradually 
dealing  in  coins  became  less  impor- 
tant as  numismatic  literature 
became  his  specialty  and  for  that, 
members  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  are  grateful. 
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Kn  Overview  of  Copyright  Law  for 
numismatists 

By  Ben  Keele 


Introduction 

As  numismatic  bibliophiles  and 
researchers,  we  often  encounter  var- 
ious books  and  other  publications. 
These  sources  of  information  have 
invisible  strings  attached  by  copy- 
right law  that  gives  the  author  cer- 
tain rights  and  restricts  users  in  cer- 
tain ways.  In  this  article  I will 
explain  what  copyright  law  is  and 
how  it  applies  to  numismatic  writ- 
ing and  research.  This  is  for  infor- 
mational purposes  only;  I don't 
have  a law  degree,  so  if  you  are 
involved  in  a lawsuit  or  are  about  to 
sign  a major  contract,  consult  a 
lawyer  first. 

Nature  of  Copyright 

Copyright  is  not  a "protection" 
per  se,  but  rather  a set  of  rights  that 
the  producer  of  a work  possesses. 
These  rights  allow  an  author  to  own 
his  work  while  still  selling  copies  to 
consumers.  These  rights  are:  the 
right  to  reproduce,  prepare  deriva- 
tive works,  distribute,  perform,  dis- 
play, and  license  any  of  the  above 
rights.  Thus,  for  this  paper,  I own 
the  copyright,  so  I can  copy  it,  sell 
or  give  copies  of  it  away,  make  more 
articles  based  directly  on  it,  and  I 
can  authorize  anyone  to  copy  or  dis- 
tribute the  article  as  well  (the  right 
to  perform  or  display  generally 
applies  to  musical,  dramatic,  or  visu- 
al works). 

Copyright  takes  effect  when  an 
author  puts  an  original  work  into  a 
fixed,  tangible  form.  So,  even 
though  I use  some  information  from 
other,  copyrighted  sources,  I present 
this  information  in  a new  way,  that 
is,  as  applied  to  numismatic  situa- 
tions, the  paper  is  original  enough 


to  be  copyrighted.  Also,  when  I first 
thought  of  this  idea,  it  was  not 
copyrighted.  Only  as  I actually 
wrote  the  first  draft  in  a notebook  or 
on  a computer  does  copyright  take 
effect. 

Copyright  applies  only  for  origi- 
nal work  in  the  following  groups: 
literary;  musical;  dramatic;  choreo- 
graphic; pictorial,  graphic  and  sculp- 
tural; audiovisual;  sound  recordings; 
and  architectural  works.  This  paper 
will  focus  on  literary  works  because 
NBS  members  are  more  interested  in 
books,  periodicals,  etc.,  all  of  which 
are  literary.  However,  if  a sculptor 
makes  a model  for  a medal,  he  will 
have  copyright  for  that  sculptural 
work. 

There  are  certain  things  that  can- 
not be  copyrighted.  Facts,  ideas,  and 
systems  cannot  be  copyrighted. 
Copyright  protects  the  "treatment" 
or  "presentation"  of  facts  and  ideas. 
Once  published,  the  facts  and  ideas 
themselves  are  immediately  in  the 
public  domain.  The  public  domain 
is  all  published  information  to 
which  all  people  have  the  right  to 
access,  copy  and  use.  Therefore,  in 
copyrighted  books,  anyone  can  use 
the  basic  facts  in  the  book,  but  can- 
not copy  the  exact  text,  or  even 
make  a substantial  copy  of  the  work. 
In  addition,  government  documents 
and  publications  are  automatically 
public  domain,  so  Reports  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  are  fair  game. 
Finally,  works  that  once  were  copy- 
righted, and  the  copyright  has 
expired,  are  in  the  public  domain. 
Generally  if  the  work  was  published 
before  1923,  it's  public  domain.  I 
will  discuss  copyright  duration  later 
on. 


THE  ASYLUM  * WINTER  2001 


19 


Registration 

As  I have  said,  copyright  covers 
original  work  as  soon  as  it  is  fixed 
into  a tangible  medium  of  expres- 
sion. In  addition  to  this  authors  can 
register  their  copyright  with  the  U.S. 
Copyright  Office  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  This  is  usually  voluntary, 
but  there  is  one  major  advantage  to 
making  a public  record  of  your 
copyright.  That  advantage  is  that 
you  can  sue  people  for  copyright 
infringement  if  the  copyright  is  reg- 
istered; otherwise  you  cannot.  In 
order  to  register  your  work,  you  fill 
out  the  proper  form,  deposit  one  or 
two  copies  of  the  work  at  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  pay  a filing 
fee. 

In  the  case  of  this  article,  I would 
have  to  pay  thirty  dollars  and  give 
the  Library  of  Congress  two  copies 
of  the  article  to  obtain  registration. 
Each  individual  author  must  decide 
if  this  expense  is  worth  the  ability  to 
sue  someone  for  infringement. 
Forms,  fee  schedules,  and  other 
information  are  available  on  the 
Copyright  Office's  website 
www.loc.gov/copyright.  I encourage 
all  interested  readers  to  look 
through  this  valuable  resource. 

Copyright  Notice 

Whether  you  register  your  copy- 
right or  not,  it  is  wise  to  place  a 
copyright  notice  on  your  work.  This 
usually  consists  of  the  word 
"Copyright"  and/or  the  symbol  "©,' 
the  year  of  publication  and  the 
name  of  the  author.  So  this  article 
would  have  "©  2001  by  Ben  Keele." 
Usually  authors  also  add  "All  rights 
reserved"  and/or  a standard  copy- 
right warning  stating  that  the  work 
should  not  be  copied.  This  notice  is 
not  required  to  obtain  copyright, 
but  it  can't  hurt  and  it  gives  every- 
one fair  warning. 

Length  of  Copyright 

Like  all  good  things,  copyright 


does  not  last  forever.  As  the  law  cur- 
rently stands,  copyright  goes  for  the 
life  of  all  authors  (if  more  than  one) 
plus  another  seventy  years.  For 
works  that  are  made-for-hire, 
anonymous  and  pseudonymous,  the 
term  is  ninety-five  years  after  publi- 
cation or  120  years  after  creation, 
whichever  expires  first. 

Over  the  years,  copyright  terms 
have  been  changed  several  times  by 
Congress.  If  you're  researching  and 
using  a source  prior  to  1923,  it's 
public  domain  and  you  can  copy  it 
all  you  want.  If  later,  you  will  have 
to  investigate  the  law  at  the  time  of 
publication  to  see  how  copyright 
applies  to  that  work.  That  informa- 
tion should  be  available  from  other 
books  on  copyright  law  or  the 
Copyright  Office. 

Collections  and  Work-for-Hire 

In  the  case  of  an  author  contribut- 
ing to  a larger  work,  such  as  this 
paper  to  The  Asylum,  the  author 
retains  copyright  over  his  contribu- 
tion, while  the  producer  of  the  col- 
lection owns  copyright  over  the  for- 
matting and  presentation  made  in 
the  total  work. 

Finally,  there  is  the  situation  of  a 
person  who  produces  copyrightable 
material  for  a living,  such  as  a news- 
paper reporter.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  employer  and  the 
employee  sign  a work-for-hire  agree- 
ment. This  document  provides  that 
anything  the  employee  produces  in 
the  course  of  and  in  connection 
with  his  employment  will  belong  to 
the  employer.  Thus,  the  copyright 
of  the  entire  newspaper  and  its  con- 
tents belongs  to  the  publisher. 

Work-for-hire  status  must  be 
made  explicitly  in  a written  con- 
tract. Otherwise,  the  author  possess- 
es copyright  the  work. 

Infringement  and  Fair  Use 

For  works  that  still  have  copyright 
effective,  researchers  must  be  careful 
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that  they  do  not  violate  the  rights  of 
the  authors.  If  the  copyright  owner 
thinks  their  rights  have  been 
infringed,  they  can  sue  the 
infringer.  Remedies  available 
include  a court  order  to  cease 
infringement,  actual  damages  (lost 
profits  because  of  the  infringement) 
or,  in  some  cases,  statutory  damages 
up  to  $100,000  if  the  infringement 
is  willful  and  deliberate.  The  owner 
can  also  recover  attorney  fees.  Given 
these  penalties,  obviously  one  wants 
to  avoid  copyright  infringement  at 
any  cost. 

There  is  a major  exception  to 
infringement,  the  fair  use  doctrine. 
This  principle  of  law  allows  people 
to  copy  an  amount  of  a copyrighted 
work  for  certain  purposes.  The  four 
factors  that  must  be  considered  in 
determining  fair  use  are:  the  charac- 
ter of  the  use,  the  character  of  the 
work,  the  actual  amount  of  work 
used,  and  the  effect  this  use  would 
have  on  the  original's  market.  There 
are  no  objective  rules  for  fair  use; 
the  courts  apply  the  above  factors  to 
decide  if  the  use  was  fair.  In  practi- 
cal terms,  this  fair  use  exception 
allows  numismatic  researchers  to 
use  limited  quotations  or  other  por- 
tions for  research  projects  and 
reviews. 


In  the  preparation  of  this  paper  I 
was  careful  not  to  copy  material 
that  would  harm  the  marketability 
of  the  books.  This  area  is  greatly 
influenced  by  previous  case  law, 
which  I have  not  thoroughly 
researched.  If  you  have  concerns 
that  your  use  would  not  be  covered 
by  fair  use,  consult  a copyright 
lawyer  or  consider  further  how  your 
use  fits  into  the  four  factors  to 
decide.  Of  course,  the  best  way  is 
simply  to  request  and  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  author  to  use  the 
work. 

Conclusion 

Now  you  have  a general  overview 
of  U.S.  copyright  law.  Hopefully  this 
will  help  you  in  your  numismatic 
writing  and  research  endeavors.  By 
being  familiar  with  our  rights,  we 
will  be  able  to  protect  and  exercise 
them,  while  simultaneously  respect- 
ing the  rights  of  others. 

Sources 

United  States  Copyright  Office 
website  : http//www.loc. gov/copy- 
right (visited  October  2000) 

Pinkerton,  L.E.,  The  Writer's  Law 
Primer  ( New  York,  1990). 

Jasper,  M.C.,  The  Law  of  Copyright, 
2nd  ed.  (Dobbs  Ferry,  2000). 
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The  Printer's  Devil: 

Colburn’s  Cogan:  Rn  Exercise  in 
Reconstructing  Provenance 

By  Joel  J.  Orosz 


What  is  a provenance  worth? 
What  is  the  value  of  being  able  to 
trace  the  prior  ownership  and  asso- 
ciation of  one's  books?  The  answer 
depends  upon  whom  you  ask.  One 
collector  might  agree  with  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  American 
Bibliopolist,  in  their  review  of 
William  S.  Strobridge's  catalogue  of 
the  Stenz  collection,  as  quoted  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
for  October  1875: 

And  there  is  much  in  this  regard 
for  respectable  ancestry.  Who 
would  not  give  more  for  a piece  of 
Phoenician  glass,  glowing  with  col- 
ors distilled  from  the  darkness  of 
four  thousand  years,  or  a doubloon 
with  the  legend  *NOVA*EBORA- 
CA*EXCELSIOR*  if  the  first  were 
from  the  Cesnola  and  the  last  from 
the  Bushnell  collection? 

Another  collector  may  say  that 
the  provenance  matters  because  of 
its  historical  significance.  Yet  a third 
enthusiast  will  cite  an  almost  spiri- 
tual sense  of  connection  with  the 
collectors  who  owned  the  book 
before  he  or  she  did.  Provenance 
truly  is  many  things  to  many  peo- 
ple. 

This  column  will  reflect  upon 
provenance  in  general,  but  more 
specifically,  it  will  recount  how  your 
columnist  reconstructed  the  prove- 
nance of  a catalogue  that  was  pre- 
sent at  the  dawn  of  organized 
numismatic  activity  in  the  United 
States.  Because  of  the  personal 
nature  of  the  subject  at  hand,  the 
normal  editorial  voice  will  be 
dropped  and  the  balance  of  the 


story  will  be  told  in  the  first  person. 
It  is  a tale,  1 must  admit,  concocted 
of  equal  parts  of  deduction  and 
serendipity,  reasoning  and  good 
old-fashioned  luck. 

The  story  begins,  as  provenance 
research  often  does,  with  an  unrelat- 
ed event.  In  February  1998,  1 was 
able  to  make  a fortunate  purchase  of 
a nearly  complete  bound  set  of  The 
Historical  Magazine.  As  Q.  David 
Bowers  records  in  his  remarkable 
book,  American  Numismatics  Before 
the  Civil  War,  the  United  States  had 
no  strictly  numismatic  periodical  in 
the  antebellum  era,  but  it  did  have 
The  Historical  Magazine. 

Launched  in  January  1857,  this 
journal  was  devoted  to  preserving 
items  of  interest  on  the  subjects  of 
American  history,  biography, 
genealogy,  bibliography  and  litera- 
ture. Its  publishers  recognized  the 
importance  of  numismatics  to  these 
subjects,  and  included  frequent  arti- 
cles on  coins,  medals,  and  paper 
currency,  along  with  notices  of  the 
meetings  of  the  three  numismatic 
societies  founded  in  America  before 
1860:  the  Numismatic  and 

Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  of 
New  York  City  and  the  Boston 
Numismatic  Society. 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
coinage  correspondents  for  The 
Historical  Magazine  was  a member  of 
the  Boston  Numismatic  Society 
named  Jeremiah  Colburn  (1815- 
1891). 

Colburn  appears  to  have  been  the 
very  first  wunderkind  of  American 
numismatics,  for  he  began  collect- 
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ing  in  1830.  By  1857,  his  collection 
was  impressive,  and  his  numismatic 
knowledge  was  deep.  Colburn  had 
begun  to  share  that  knowledge  with 
readers  of  the  Boston  Transcript 
newspaper  during  the  1850s.  He 
made  his  first  numismatic  contribu- 
tion to  The  Historical  Magazine  in  its 
July  1857  issue,  when  he  provided 
an  introduction  to  an  account 
reprinted  from  a newspaper  titled 
"Bogus  Pine  Tree  Shillings."  Just  one 
month  later,  in  the  issue  for  August, 
he  authored  an  article  titled  "The 
First  Coinage  of  America,"  which 
was  accompanied  by  two  woodcuts 
of  colonial  coins. 

This  piece  is  significant,  for  it  is  a 
strong  candidate  for  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  illustrated  numis- 
matic article  published  in  a mass-cir- 
culation periodical  in  the  United 
States.  Interestingly,  in  that  submis- 
sion, Colburn  branded  the  Good 
Samaritan  Shilling  as  an  alteration,  a 
quarter  century  before  the 
Chapman  brothers  offered  the 
Bushnell  specimen  as  genuine. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  note 
that  Colburn  was  one  of  eight  gen- 
tlemen who  met  by  invitation  on 
February  11,  1860,  to  form  the 
Boston  Numismatic  Society  (BNS). 
Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  Colburn  was  chosen  vice 
president  and  curator  of  the 
Society's  cabinet.  Vice  President 
Colburn  was  obviously  eager  to 
make  a success  of  the  fledgling 
Society.  Consequently,  this  brief 
notice  appeared  in  The  Historical 
Magazine  for  September  1860,  on 
page  270: 

Boston  Numismatic  Society — 
The  regular  monthly  meeting  was 
held  on  Friday,  July  6,  Mr. 
Colburn,  VP  in  the  chair  ...  Mr. 
Colburn  presented  to  the  Society 
two  large-paper  priced  catalogues 
of  coin  sales  in  Philadelphia.  The 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  ... 


to  Mr.  Colburn  for  [his]  generous 
donations. 

These  two  large  paper  publica- 
tions could  only  have  been  Edward 
Cogan's  catalogue  of  the  collection 
of  Joseph  N.T.  Levick,  December  19, 
1859,  and  Cogan's  May  21-22,  1860 
sale  of  the  collection  of  Alfred 
Taylor  (Taylor  was  a Philadelphia 
pharmacist  who  published  store 
cards  for  his  business  in  1860  and 
1861,  catalogued  as  Rulau  Pa  504 
and  Pa  505).  I recall,  upon  reading 
this,  wishing  that  someone  would 
make  me  a gift  of  a couple  of  large 
paper  Cogans,  and  filed  the  notice 
away  in  my  memory. 

The  scene  then  shifts  to  Charles 
Davis'  mail  bid  sale  of  June  27, 
1998,  where  Lot  43  was  described  as 
follows: 

Large  Paper  Cogan  Presented  by 
Jeremiah  Colburn 

43.  EDWARD  COGAN:  May  21- 
22,  1860,  Priced  catalogue  of  the 
large  collection  of  rare  and  valu- 
able American  and  English,  silver, 
and  copper  coins,  comprising  some 
of  the  rarest  pieces  ever  yet  offered 
for  sale.  Together  with  a fine  col- 
lection of  medals,  store  cards,  pres- 
idential and  political  tokens  & c, 
the  sole  property  of  Edward  Cogan, 
52  pages,  1137  lots,  the  prices  real- 
ized typeset  next  to  each  lot,  inter- 
leaved with  blank  sheets,  large 
paper,  several  leaves  chipped,  29_  x 
23_  cm,  grey  wrappers  detached. 
Internally  clean  and  fine. 

Signed  on  the  reverse  of  the 
front  wrapper  "Boston  Numismatic 
Society  from  J.  Colburn,  July 
1860."  Colburn,  later  one  of  the 
editors  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  saw  the  need  for  the 
fledgling  B.N.S.,  founded  only  sev- 
eral months  earlier,  to  build  a 
research  library  and  started  it  off 
with  the  rare  large  paper  inter- 
leaved edition  with  printed  prices. 
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Adams  6.  Attinelli  page  17-18. 
Davis  253.  While  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  was  to  make  the  large 
paper  printed  priced  edition  a 
trademark,  the  present  Cogan  edi- 
tion predates  Woodward's  first 
such — the  Finotti  collection — by 
two  years.  Containing  nearly  500 
lots  of  tokens  and  political  medals 
and  medalets,  this  was,  according 
to  Attinelli,  the  collection  of  Alfred 
Taylor  before  being  sold  outright 
to  Cogan. 

The  moment  I read  this  descrip- 
tion, I remembered  the  notice  in 
The  Historical  Magazine.  Clearly,  this 
was  one  of  the  two  catalogues  that 
Colburn  had  given  to  the  BNS  on 
Friday,  July  6,  1860.  It  immediately 
occurred  to  me  that  this  presented  a 
most  unusual  case  of  provenance; 
typically,  the  ownership  chain  of 
older  pieces  becomes  more  uncer- 
tain the  farther  back  you  go  in  its 
history.  In  this  case,  however,  I 
knew  precisely  who  had  owned  the 
catalogue,  and  even  the  exact  date 
he  donated  it,  at  the  beginning  of 
its  existence,  and  I knew  when  it 
was  to  be  sold  in  the  near  future. 
These  two  events,  however,  were 
separated  by  138  years,  and  what 
had  happened  to  it  during  those 
years  was  unknown.  Here  was  a cat- 
alogue that  could  be  reliably  placed 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  modern 
age  of  numismatics  in  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  highly  interesting 
to  see  if  that  14-decade  gap  could  be 
filled  in. 

My  next  step  was  to  call  the  cata- 
loguer to  discover  what  he  knew 
about  the  provenance.  Charlie 
Davis,  of  course,  would  not  reveal 
the  name  of  the  person  who  had 
consigned  the  catalogue  to  him  for 
sale.  He  did,  however,  fill  in  some 
helpful  details.  Early  in  the  twenti- 
eth century,  he  said,  the  BNS  had 
deaccessioned  its  library,  with  some 
of  its  literature  going  to  the  Boston 


Public  Library,  and  the  balance 
going  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  A rudimentary 
idea  of  the  catalogue's  provenance 
thus  began  to  take  form;  it  seemed 
to  be  Cogan  to  Colburn  to  BNS  to 
either  the  Boston  Public  Library  or 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
and  then  to  one  or  more  individuals 
before  its  appearance  in  this  sale.  I 
also  asked  Charlie  about  the  vague- 
ness of  his  use  of  the  description: 
"Boston  Numismatic  Society  from  J. 
Colburn,  July  1860."  Was  this  writ- 
ten by  Colburn  before  he  made  the 
gift,  or  by  the  secretary  of  the  BNS 
after  they  had  received  it?  The  secre- 
tary was  William  Sumner  Appleton, 
so  an  inscription  from  either  would 
be  significant.  Davis  said  that  he  did 
not  have  a known  authentic  sample 
of  Jeremiah  Colburn's  handwriting 
on  file,  but  his  guess  was  that 
Colburn  had  inked  the  inscription 
upon  presentation  of  the  catalogue 
to  BNS. 

I now  had  to  have  this  catalogue 
and  fortunately  my  bid  for  it  was 
successful.  When  it  arrived,  I was 
interested  to  find  a blindstamp  on 
the  first  free  fly  which  read 
"Property  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green." 
Now  who  was  he  — perhaps  a post- 
institutional  owner?  Also,  there  was 
no  catalogue  number  anywhere  on 
this  piece  of  literature,  which  made 
me  doubt  that  it  had  ever  gone  to 
the  Boston  Public  Library.  It  did 
have  a small  pencil  mark,  "FN"  that 
appeared  to  be  a shelf  number, 
which  suggested  that  it  may  have 
been  a noncirculating  piece  in  a 
manuscript  repository.  Now  the 
provenance  seemed  to  be  Cogan  to 
Colburn  to  BNS  to  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  to 
Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green;  then,  judging 
by  the  apparent  age  of  the  Green 
blindstamp,  probably  to  an  interme- 
diate owner  or  two  before  going 
into  the  Davis  sale. 

I still  needed  to  resolve  the  ques- 
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tion  as  to  whether  Appleton  or 
Colburn  inked  the  inscription.  I 
began  by  sending  an  appeal  for  help 
to  the  E-Sylum,  the  computer  list- 
serve  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  but  no  answer 
was  forthcoming  from  its  readers. 

Then  1 sent  a copy  of  the  inscrip- 
tion to  Frank  Van  Zandt  who, 
despite  having  recently  sold  the 
lion's  share  of  his  American  numis- 
matic library,  still  had  a formidable 
amount  of  reference  material  on 
hand.  Sure  enough,  he  had  an  auto- 
graphed letter  signed  on  Colburn's 
letterhead,  and  he  confirmed  that 
the  two  signatures  matched  very 
closely.  Colburn  was  my  man. 

So,  Cogan  to  Colburn  to  BNS  was 
firmly  established.  Next,  I needed  to 
learn  more  about  Charlie  Davis'  lead 
on  the  BNS,  specifically,  the  reasons 
behind  their  decision  to  deaccession 
their  library.  A quick  search  of  the 
Harry  Bass'  Numismatic  Index 
Project  revealed  a promising  article 
by  Shepard  Pond,  published  in  The 
Numismatist  for  July  1935,  titled 
"History  of  the  Boston  Numismatic 
Society."  This  proved  to  be  a verita- 
ble mother  lode  of  information. 

It  seems  the  members  of  the  BNS 
were  among  the  crustiest  of  Boston's 
upper  crust.  Pond  quotes  from  a 
paper  stating  that  during  the  first 
decades  of  its  existence,  the 
Society's  "membership  was  carefully 
guarded  lest  any  unsuitable  addi- 
tions should  creep  in."  So  far  as  is 
known,  the  members  of  the  BNS  did 
not  have  the  following  verse 
inscribed  in  their  by-laws,  but  they 
probably  should  have,  for  it  seems 
perfectly  to  describe  their  philoso- 
phy: 

We  are  the  best  selected  few 
And  all  the  rest  are  damned; 

There's  room  in  heaven  for  me  and 
you 

But  we  can't  have  heaven 
crammed. 


The  Boston  Brahmins  did  such  a 
splendid  job  of  holding  the  barbar- 
ians at  the  gate  that  the  member- 
ship of  the  BNS  steadily  contracted, 
from  a high  of  28  paying  members 
in  1865  to  a mere  seven  in  1890. 

By  March  of  1897,  now  down  to 
six  souls,  the  Society  appointed  a 
committee  of  two  to  consider  the 
future  disposition  of  their  assets 
($900  in  cash,  a cabinet  of  coins  and 
a library).  The  committee  delivered 
its  report  at  the  January  1898  meet- 
ing. Its  recommendations,  which 
were  accepted,  included  the  dona- 
tion of  the  coin  cabinet,  and  $300 
for  its  maintenance,  to  the  Boston 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  The  library, 
and  $300  for  its  maintenance,  was 
to  go  to  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

In  both  cases,  the  committee  rec- 
ommended that  the  Society's  secre- 
tary, William  Sumner  Appleton, 
should,  in  recognition  for  his  38 
years  of  devoted  service  in  that  post, 
be  allowed  to  reserve  any  of  the 
Society's  coins  or  books  he  wished 
for  his  personal  collections.  The 
records  show  that  Appleton,  the 
only  surviving  founder,  reserved  five 
volumes  and  a dozen  pamphlets 
while  sending  to  the  public  library 
50  volumes  and  153  pamphlets. 

Appleton,  like  Colburn,  is  an 
underappreciated  figure  in  numis- 
matic history.  A great  scholar  and, 
with  Colburn,  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
during  its  stint  in  Boston,  he  avidly 
collected  coins  during  his  many 
trips  to  Europe.  By  the  1890s, 
according  to  Pond,  he  had  amassed 
such  a wide-ranging  cabinet  of  U.S., 
world  and  ancient  coins,  that  he 
had  more  pieces  than  all  of  the 
Society's  other  members  combined. 
Pond  quotes  a source  who  called 
him  "an  omnivorous  collector,  quiet 
and  rather  stiff  in  manner.  He 
always  wore  a tight-fitting  frock  coat 
and  usually  a tall  hat  a little  ante- 
dating the  prevailing  pattern."  Did 
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the  severe  and  slightly  out-of-style 
Mr.  Appleton  choose  to  keep  the 
Cogan  catalog,  or  to  pass  it  along  to 
the  Boston  Public  Library?  I still 
doubted  that  it  went  to  the  library, 
for  affixing  a catalogue  number  to  a 
book,  pamphlet,  or  periodical  was  a 
matter  of  course  in  the  late  nine- 
teenth century,  and  this  catalogue 
lacked  such  a number.  But  it  would 
help  to  find  positive  evidence  that 
Appleton  had  indeed  kept  the 
Cogan  when  he  had  relinquished 
most  of  the  printed  material. 

Fortunately,  the  "Numismatic 
Library  of  William  Sumner 
Appleton"  was  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion on  May  10,  1913. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  catalogued  by 
Thomas  Elder,  who  was  legendary 
for  the  terseness  of  his  descriptions. 
Elder  held  true  to  form,  rarely  taking 
more  than  a couple  of  lines  (in  a 
two-column  format,  no  less)  to 
describe  many  biblionumismatic 
delicacies  in  the  Appleton  collec- 
tion. Lot  342  was  no  exception: 

Various  sales,  bound  together, 
half  Morocco. — Leonard,  Draper, 
Cogan,  Bangs,  Prime,  Haynes  [sic], 
John  K.  Curtis,  Jeremiah  Colburn, 
John  F.  McCoy,  Woodward,  etc. 
Some  are  priced.  Quarto;  very  rare 
and  choice  lot.  7 pcs. 

Even  for  Elder,  this  description  is 
a model  of  unhelpfulness.  There  are 
seven  pieces,  but  ten  names  are 
mentioned,  two  of  which  were  auc- 
tion houses,  three  of  whom  were 
coin  dealers,  and  five  of  whom  were 
collectors.  At  first,  about  all  1 could 
make  of  it  was  that  the  volumes  did 
include  at  least  one  Cogan.  Closer 
examination,  however,  renders  it 
more  likely  that  Colburn's  Cogan 
was  indeed  one  of  the  seven. 

The  key  word  in  Elder's  descrip- 
tion is  "Quarto."  This  suggests  that 
only  large  format  editions  were 
bound  together.  Testing  this 
hypothesis,  I checked  to  see  if  all  of 


the  names  could  be  matched  up  to  a 
large  paper  edition.  Nearly  all,  as  it 
turns  out,  can  be.  Woodward  sold 
part  of  Colburn's  collection  in  his 
sixth  sale,  and  McCoy's  in  his 
ninth;  both  come  in  large  paper  edi- 
tions. Bangs  was  the  venue  for  the 
sale  of  the  Ferguson  Haines  collec- 
tion, which  has  a large  paper  edi- 
tion; Bangs  was  also  the  location  of 
a John  K.  Curtis  sale  printed  on  an 
oversized  broadside  sheet.  Leonard 
was  the  auctioneer  for  a Henry  Cook 
sale  (November  24,  1864)  that  has  a 
large  quarto  variant.  Cogan  emitted 
nine  large  paper  sales  during  the 
course  of  his  career.  Only  Draper 
and  Prime  cannot  definitely  be 
linked  to  a large  paper  edition,  but 
it  is  entirely  possible  that  large-for- 
mat variants  existed  at  one  time  but 
are  unknown  today. 

So  there  was  at  least  one  large 
paper  Cogan  in  Elder's  Lot  342.  One 
might  object  that  the  Colburn  cata- 
logue that  I purchased  from  the 
Davis  sale  did  not  come  bound  with 
six  other  catalogues.  True  enough, 
but  it  arrived  with  clear  evidence  of 
having  been  disbound  from  a previ- 
ous binding,  for  three  holes  were 
punched  all  the  way  through  it. 
This  suggested  that  it  had  been 
bound  with  other  pieces  previously 
(if  bound  as  a single  item,  it  would 
more  likely  have  been  sewn  in  sig- 
natures). It  made  sense  to  me  that 
the  BNS  would  want  to  bind  togeth- 
er similar-sized  catalogs  from  rough- 
ly the  same  timeframe  (1860-1864 
for  the  catalogues  in  Lot  342). 

It  would  also  explain  why  my  cat- 
alogue did  not  have  an  Appleton 
bookplate  or  autograph  — most  of 
the  literature  that  once  belonged  to 
Appleton  sported  one  or  the  other — 
for  if  it  was  bound  with  six  other 
pieces,  a single  bookplate  at  the 
front  would  have  covered  the  entire 
volume.  Although  it  certainly  could 
not  be  proved,  my  feeling  was  that 
Elder's  Lot  342  had  been  included  in 
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one  of  the  five  BNS  volumes  that 
Appleton  had  kept  for  himself. 

If  Colburn's  Cogan  was  indeed 
part  of  Lot  342  in  Elder's  Appleton 
sale,  who  bought  it?  The  blindstamp 
in  the  catalogue  provides  an  obvi- 
ous lead.  Pond's  article  states  that 
Dr.  Samuel  A.  Greene  (1830-1918) 
was  a member  of  the  BNS,  and  that 
his  coin  collection  narrowly  escaped 
the  great  Boston  fire  of  1872.  Dr. 
Greene's  obituary,  published  in  the 
January  1919  issue  of  The 
Numismatist,  confirms  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  BNS,  and  that  he 
lived  more  than  15  years  after 
Appleton,  who  died  on  April  27, 
1903. 

Dr.  Greene  may  have  had  a partic- 
ular reason  to  purchase  this  cata- 
logue that  had  once  belonged  to 
Jeremiah  Colburn.  When  Colburn 
wrote  his  Bibliography  of  the  Local 
History  of  Massachusetts  in  1871,  he 
dedicated  the  volume  to  Dr.  Greene, 
"whose  interest  in  all  that  relates  to 
historical  studies  is  so  well  known." 
Greene  may  well  have  purchased 
this  volume  because  of  its  associa- 
tion with  his  deceased  friend 
Colburn. 

Circumstantial  evidence  suggests 
therefore  that  Dr.  Green  was  the 
purchaser  of  Lot  342  of  the  Elder 
sale.  Moreover,  the  obituary  in  The 
Numismatist  noted  that  Dr.  Green 
was  for  several  years  the  Librarian  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
This  would  provide  a natural  reason 
for  him  to  bequeath  the  catalogue 
to  that  institution  after  his  death  in 
1918. 

Now,  it  was  all  becoming  clear. 
Cogan  to  Colburn  to  BNS  to 
Appleton  to  the  Elder  Sale,  Lot  342, 
to  Dr.  Greene,  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  And  it  would 
make  sense  that,  at  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the 
seven  catalogues  would  be  dis- 
bound.  They  would  need  to  be  sepa- 
rately accessioned  and  separately 


filed,  either  by  auction  house,  or  by 
consignor,  or  by  cataloguer.  Since 
the  catalogues  were  for  reference 
and  research,  and  not  meant  to  cir- 
culate, all  that  would  be  needed  to 
identify  them  was  the  penciled  "FN" 
shelf  number. 

By  this  point,  I had  reconstructed 
the  catalogue's  provenance  from  its 
printing  continuously  for  at  least  58 
years.  It  had  been  a wonderful  run, 
but  it  had  to  end  sometime.  At  some 
point,  undoubtedly,  this  catalogue 
was  deaccessioned  from  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  but  exactly  when  that  hap- 
pened remains  elusive.  It  is  known 
that  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  had  a large  numismatic  col- 
lection, including  coins  and  medals 
from  Appleton,  and  from  former 
President  John  Quincy  Adams  and 
his  son,  Charles  Francis  Adams. 

By  the  late  1960s,  however,  the 
Society  concluded  that  the  coins 
were  no  longer  germane  to  their 
mission,  and  were  becoming  costly 
to  keep  in  any  case.  Therefore,  over 
the  years  from  1970  to  1976,  they 
deaccessioned  most  of  their  numis- 
matic collection,  with  Stack's  selling 
it  in  a series  of  six  public  auctions 
during  that  time  period.  Only  one 
of  these  consignments,  that  appear- 
ing in  the  Stack's  sale  of  August  24- 
28,  1976,  contained  any  numismat- 
ic literature,  and  Colburn's  Cogan 
was  not  among  the  pieces  auc- 
tioned. Could  it  have  been  sold  in 
another  venue?  Keeping  in  mind 
the  fact  that  there  was  little  resem- 
bling a market  for  numismatic  liter- 
ature in  the  early-  to  mid-1970s,  I 
first  checked  the  sales  of  Frank 
Katen  during  that  span,  then  the 
early  sales  of  George  Frederick 
Kolbe,  both  without  luck. 

Typically,  when  museums  deac- 
cession material,  they  do  so  by 
means  of  public  auctions  so  that 
they  cannot  be  accused  of  steering 
the  objects  toward  "pet"  dealers  or 
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collectors.  If,  however,  the  material 
is  not  readily  saleable  through  pub- 
lic auction,  they  do  sometimes  sell 
to  the  dealers  so  as  to  save  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  trying  to  find  an 
auction  house.  Given  the  rudimen- 
tary state  of  the  numismatic  litera- 
ture market  at  that  point,  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
may  well  have  decided  to  transfer, 
by  private  treaty,  all  but  the  most 
readily  marketable  pieces  of  litera- 
ture to  a book  dealer. 

If  indeed  Colburn's  Cogan  went 
through  a book  dealer,  it  may  have 
been  sold  privately  shortly  there- 
after to  a collector.  Alternatively,  it 
may  have  been  advertised  in  AB 
Bookman's  Weekly;  I have  not,  how- 
ever, undertaken  the  daunting  task 
of  attempting  to  find  a listing  for  it 
in  the  literally  hundreds  of  issues  of 
this  periodical  spanning  the  years 
from  1976  through  1998.  Barring 
some  sort  of  serendipitous  discov- 
ery, we  will  never  know  exactly  how 
many  owners  and  how  many  sales 
the  catalogue  passed  through  until 
it  was  consigned  to  Charlie  Davis  in 
1998. 

Still,  I feel  as  if  I have  done  quite 
well.  When  I bought  the  piece,  its 
provenance  was  blank  from  1860  to 
1998;  138  years.  After  a lot  of  deduc- 
ing and  digging,  however,  I have 
reconstructed,  with  reasonable  cer- 
tainty, that  provenance  from  the 
time  it  was  printed  in  1860  to  about 
1976,  reducing  the  "unknown"  gap 
from  138  years  to  about  22  years. 

Of  course,  not  all  of  this  recon- 
struction is  beyond  reproach.  Many 
alternative  scenarios  may  have 
occurred.  For  example,  it  is  possible 
that  Appleton  gave  Colburn's  Cogan 
to  the  Boston  Public  Library  instead 
of  keeping  it.  Or  perhaps  he  gave  it 
directly  to  Dr.  Greene,  so  that  it  was 
not  part  of  Lot  342  in  the  Elder  sale. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  seems  most 
probable  that  the  provenance  actu- 
ally occurred  as  reconstructed 


below: 

1.  Edward  Cogan,  printed  circa 
June  1860. 

2.  Jeremiah  Colburn,  received 
from  Cogan  in  July  1860. 

3.  Boston  Numismatic  Society, 
July  6,  1860;  gift  of  Jeremiah 
Colburn,  as  noted  in  his  hand  on 
the  first  free  fly  and  as  reported  in 
The  Historical  Magazine,  September 
1860,  page  270. 

4.  Probably  to  William  Sumner 
Appleton,  January  1898. 

5.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Greene,  most 
likely  purchased  as  part  of  Lot  342 
in  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  library 
of  William  Sumner  Appleton,  May 
10,  1913. 

6.  Probably  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  possibly  by 
bequest  of  Dr.  Green,  circa  1919. 

7.  Probably  to  an  unidentified 
New  England  book  dealer,  deacces- 
sioned  by  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  circa  1970-1976. 

8.  Probably  to  one  or  more  private 
collectors,  circa  1970-76  to  1998. 

9.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  purchased  as  Lot 
43  in  Charles  Davis'  mail  bid  sale  of 
June  27,  1998. 

Jeremiah  Colburn  would  hardly 
recognize  his  old  catalogue  these 
days.  I completely  deacidified  it, 
had  the  crumbling  covers  reinforced 
with  Japanese  paper,  and  had  it 
bound  in  three-quarter  leather  by 
the  Handbridge  Bindery  of  Austin, 
Texas.  I think,  however,  that  Mr. 
Colburn  would  approve  of  the  steps 
taken  to  preserve  the  gift  he  gave  to 
the  BNS  so  long  ago. 

I would  like  to  end  this  column 
with  the  same  question  with  which 
it  began.  What  is  provenance 
worth?  To  me,  the  financial  aspect 
matters  (no  one  has  ever  accused  me 
of  socialistic  tendencies),  but  it  is 
hardly  preeminent. 

As  a historian  by  training,  the 
presence  of  the  past  engendered  by 
provenance  is  intriguing,  and  it  is 
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the  sense  of  connection  to  history 
that  matters  most.  This  catalogue  is 
an  artifact,  one  that  was  owned  by 
some  of  the  giants  of  the  hobby. 
Provenance  establishes  a chain  of 
possession  that  not  only  links  the 
current  owner  with  all  past  owners, 
but  also  connects  the  current  owner 
with  all  who  will  possess  the  artifact 
in  the  future.  This  allows  me  to  bask 
in  the  reflected  glory  of  men  like 
Cogan,  Colburn,  and  Appleton,  but 
it  also  means  my  name  will  be  asso- 


ciated with  great  collectors  who  will 
come  after  me. 

Ultimately,  collectors  of  numis- 
matic literature  are  stewards,  hold- 
ing in  trust  a legacy  from  the  past, 
not  just  for  current  use,  but  also  for 
the  benefit  of  generations  yet 
unborn.  This  is  what  provenance 
means  to  me:  it  reminds  me  of  my 
connections  to  past  and  present, 
and  admonishes  me  to  be  a faithful 
steward  for  those  who  will  follow  in 
my  footsteps. 
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news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 


To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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are  listed  all  of  the  back  issues  which  are  cur- 
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collection  at  reasonable  prices 
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David  Hirt 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
591 1 Quinn  Orchard  Road 
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Special  Offer! 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  Early  United  States  Cents, 
1793  - 1814 


Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Presented  in  a single  volume  is  all  pertinent  information  regard- 
ing the  history  of  large  cents  and  data  about  every  variety.  This 
895-page  hardbound  illustrated  volume  provides  enlarged  photo- 
graphs, descriptions,  rarity  information,  die  state  data,  and  con- 
dition census  information  (provided  by  Del  Bland)  about  every 
die  variety  for  the  period  covered.  Included  are  new  varieties 
never  before  published  in  a book-length  study.  Historical  infor- 
mation for  each  coinage  year  is  presented,  along  with  quick 
attribution  keys  and  additional  die-linked  plates  in  the  style  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Sheldon’s  earlier  reference  on  the  subject. 

Including  a survey  of  past  literature  and  a special  section  on  the 
minting  process  created  by  numismatic  scholar  Craig  Sholley,  this 
volume  describes  all  die  varieties  within  each  year,  numbering 
345  marriages,  13  additional  sub-varieties,  and  three  restrikes. 
Varieties  are  presented  in  a new  emission  sequence  and  number- 
ing order  proposed  by  the  author.  Never  before  has  this  much 
information  about  the  series  been  included  in  a single  volume. 

To  reserve  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1-800-222- 
5993  with  your  credit  card  number.  Or  mail,  fax,  or  e-mail  your 
order  to  Mary  at  the  address  on  next  page. 

------- 


Regular  Hardbound  edition:  $89.95 — Special  price:  $65.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR999 

Deluxe  Hardbound  edition:  $149.95 — Special  price:  $105.00 
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www.stantonbooks.com 


The  address  you  need  for 
numismatic  books , 
with  one  of  the  largest 
selection  of  titles 
available  on  the  Internet. 

Supplies  too! 
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P-0.  Box  15477  • Savannah,  GA  31416 
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Internet  dealers  - contact  us 
about  our  affiliate  program! 


THE  ASYLCIM  * WINTER  2001  33 
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the  publication  of 


THE  CONNECTICUT  STATE  COPPER  COINAGE, 

1785-1788 

AS  ILLUSTRATED  BY 

THE  GEORGE  C.  PERKINS,  Esqr.  COLLECTION 

Catalogued  and  Sold  at  Public  Auction  by  Stack’s 
January  12,  2000 

Comprising  the  original  auction  catalogue  descriptions 

and  illustrations 

Extracted  and  reformatted  for  this  special  edition 
With  a new  Introduction  and  as  a special  feature: 

A CONNECTICUT  CONCORDANCE  OF  THE 
1975  EAC  SALE 
1987  TAYLOR  SALE 
2000  PERKINS  SALE 

A SPECIAL  LIMITED  EDITION 

Of  only  350  hardbound  copies 


Call  now  to  reserve  your  copy  of  this  landmark  attribution  guide. 


©2001  Stack’s 

123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019 
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All  rights  reserved 
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Money  Tree  Inc 
Announces... 


We  have  assembled  all  21  issues  of  Out  on  a Limb  into 
a hardbound  book  as  a memory  of  Ken  Lowe,  whose 
writings  were  the  bulk  of  the  articles  in  these  issues. 

Ten  numbers  books  with  cloth  spines  and  marble  cov- 
ers were  created.  All  21  issues  were  bound  with  their 
original  covers. 

We  kept  #1,  gave  #2  to  Ken's  brother  Phil  in  Florida. 

The  other  eight  are  being  offered  at  $100  each,  post- 
paid. 


Call  or  Fax  us  to  reserve  your  copy. 


Myron  and  Daryl  Xenos 


Money  Tree  Inc. 


1 260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  441 1 6 > 
Phone:  440-333-3444  * 

Fax:  440-333-4463 
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Ancient  Greek  Numismatics 
A Guide  to  Reading  and  Research 

A Bibliography  of  Works  Written  in  English  with 
Summaries  of  Their  Contents. 

William  E.  Daehn 


"Well  overdue  and  cannot  be  overlooked... A first  class  study  of  value  to 
numismatists...."  Italo  Vecchi 

"There  are  no  shortcuts  to  knowledge.  But  this  book  happens  to  be  the 
next  best  thing  as  far  as  Greek  coins  are  concerned:  a shortcut  to  informa- 
tion." Basil  Demetriadi 

"This  is  a remarkable  work... Focusing  solely  on  books  and  articles  written 
in  English,  it  manages  to  include  virtually  everything...."  Alan  Walker. 

•Over  four  thousand  entries,  organized  by  region 
•Full  bibliography  & summary  for  each  entry;  indexes 

•Soft  cover,  over  400  pages;  $75.  (Custom  binding  by  Campbell  Logan,  add  $50.) 
We  accept  Mastercard,  VISA,  American  Express.  Add  $5  for  shipping. 


Publishers  of:  Dalton  & Hamer,  The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  18th 
Century 

North  American  distributors  of:  Withers,  British  Copper  Tokens,  1811-1820 


We  are  interested  in  purchasing  important  publications  dealing  with 
British  and  ancient  numismatics.  We  issue  regular  high  quality  cata- 
logs that  offer  coins  and  important  numismatic  references. 
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Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 

(Our  full  address) 

Telephone:  320-685-3835 
FAX:  320-685-8636  Email:  davcoin@aol.com 
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ANNOUNCING  a new  60-page  reference  of  American  numismatic 
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In  Memoriam 

Frank  Katen 

1903-2001 


The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


